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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic status of the members of
community pest management centers, (2) knowledge of the committees on the community pest
management center, (3) the operations of community pest management centers, (4) operational
problems of community pest management centers, (5) agricultural extension needs of community pest
management centers, and (6) comparison of the community pest management centers in the differences
of main crops. The research population was a number of 89 Community Pest Management Centers in
Ratchaburi Province. Out of 73 centers were selected as samples comprising chairperson and a
committee member from each center, totally 146 persons as informants. The data were collected by
interviewing method and analyzed by using computerized program. Frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, ranking and analysis of variance were employed.
Findings from the study were as follows. (1) Most of chairpersons and committee members were male.
The average age was 58.1 years. They were married and completed primary education. They mostly
learned agricultural updated news from government officers. (2) They had knowledge on the
community pest management center at high level in the matters of duties, frequency of the meetings,
actions after scrutinizing observed plot of pest situation, community pest management centers,
frequency of scrutinizing observed plot of pest situation, and the elements of community pest
management centers. (3) Almost all of community pest management centers had operated the centers in
these aspects at high level, such as location, members, observed plot of pest situation, management, and
operational integration. Yet, there were a few public relations activities. (4) Community pest
management centers faced problems in all areas at medium level, most particularly in procurement
budgets for necessary and indispensable materials as well as equipment. (5) The needs were found at
high level including technology transfer, observed pest situation, pest diagnosis, integrated pest
management, natural enemy production and expansion, farm visit, study visit, and demonstration.
Hence, (6) there were statistical significant differences of main crops in the aspects of income,
agricultural cost, total income, location problem of the center, integration, public relations, and
knowledge needs in integrated pest management and area covering.

Keywords: Operational development, Community pest management center, Ratchaburi Province
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